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AN EXPLANATION OF STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FOR SECTION 8 PROPERTIES

Student Eligibility for Section 8 Programs[image: image2.wmf]
The original student rule was effective January 30, 2006 and was modified to include disabled students in August 2006. 

These changes required owner/agents to perform the following tasks:

· Update the resident selection plan

· Notify applicants and residents of new eligibility requirements

· Verify student eligibility for all existing households at annual certification

· Develop new questionnaires and verification documents

In an effort to continue to find ways to simplify the student rule, RBD has finally come up with a “short but sweet” student rule descriptions for Section 8 property managers who need to:

1) Update existing resident selection plans

2) Send notices to existing residents regarding changes in eligibility requirements

3) Send notices to existing applicants regarding changes in eligibility requirements 

4) Update internal management process instruction

Eligibility of Students Enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education Applying for Assistance under the Section 8 Program:

A student enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education as defined by the Higher Education Act of 1965-Amended 1998 will be deemed eligible for assistance if the student meets all other eligibility requirements, passes screening criteria and is:

1) Living with parents/guardian or

2) 24 or older or

3) A veteran of the United States armed services or

4) Married or

5) Has a dependent child or

6) Can prove independence of parents including 
i) The parents did not claim the student on the most recent tax return and
ii) The student has lived independent of the parents for at least one year or meets the Department of Education’s definition of an independent student

iii) Can legally sign a lease

7) Is disabled and was receiving assistance as of November 30, 2005 or
8) Has parents who are income eligible for the Section 8 program

Any financial assistance, in excess of amounts received for tuition, that an individual receives under the Higher Education Act of 1965 from private sources or an institution of higher education (as defined under the Higher Education Act of 1965) shall be considered income to that individual.  There are two exceptions to this income calculation requirement.  No financial assistance that an individual receives under the Higher Education Act of 1965 from private sources or an institution of higher education (as defined under the Higher Education Act of 1965) shall be considered income if the student is:

1) Living with his/her parents/guardian or

2) A person 24 or older with dependent children

It’s taken a while, but “by George…I think we’ve got it!!”  Updated sample letters are available on the RBD web site at http://www.rbdnow.com/noticesforms.htm.
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RBD does not act as a legal advisor nor as a regulatory governing agency.  The recipient should understand that any materials or comments contained herein are not designed for, nor should be relied upon as a source of legal guidance or as a final authority with respect to any particular circumstance. Ross Business Development, Inc. makes no warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose or any other warranty of any type. Owners and management should seek competent legal advice in developing and carrying out policies and procedures.  While we have been diligent in our efforts to provide comprehensive and accurate regulatory information, Ross Business Development, Inc. shall not be responsible for errors or inaccuracies.

